Introductory
workers by their masters; in no period, either, has the
response to those concessions seemed so unsatisfying. The
Socialism which, before the war, was hardly more than
a pious resolution for conferences, has become, since the
peace, an active slogan of battle. Whole areas of territory,
the mining districts and the East End of London, for
example, have been lost, it appears permanently, to the
forces of Conservatism. The need to maintain an army of
unemployed which has never been less than a million and
a half and has risen, in economic crisis, to over three
millions, has put the problems of order and taxation in a
new perspective* The growth of economic nationalism
has struck a grave blow at the basis of the English export
trade; that has created special areas of distress in Great
Britain which no Government has yet been able seriously
to tackle because, at every point, the vested interests of
capitalism stand in the way* At some point, this is true of
all the major economic and social problems of the post-war
years—housing, education, cotton, coal, iron, and steel,
and agriculture. In all of them, the contrast between the
demands of labour and the relevant Government action has
been grave. If a Conservative Government has been in
power, the cause of the contrast has, of course, either been
the conviction that the demands of labour were wrongly
conceived, or, as in the case of mining amalgamations,
the inability of a Conservative Cabinet to transcend the
opposition of its supporters. If a Labour Government has
been in office, it has lacked the power, and so far, at least,
perhaps the will, also, to fight against the refusal of its
opponents to accept its solutions. In the result, while, in
all these years, there has been a great mass of social and
economic changes, the constitutional system has not, save
in the single instance of the protective tariff, given rise to
any major reconstruction in the realm of our national life.
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